HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Olympia, Washington

Bill Analysis Bill  No.HB 2306
Verifying citizenship atvoter registration Hrg.Date: 1/15/98
Brief Title
Rep.Smith Staff Contact: S.Lundin
Sponsor Comm. on GovtAdmin.
Phone:786-7127
BACKGROUND:

1. Voteregistration reguirements.

Various voter registration programsexist.

When a personisregistered to vote,onlycertain information isrequired to be
provided, whichincludes theapplicant's name,complete residential address, dateof
birth, and a signature attesting tothetruth  oftheinformation that igprovided. Voter
registration formsmust include a warningthatthe provision of false information
constitutes a class C felony.

Eachapplicant isequired tosigran attestation  thahe orshei(1)sa citizen ofthe
UnitedStates; (2has notbeen deniectivil rights asaresult ofbeingconvicted  for
a felony; (3will havelived inthestate forattheprovided addresdoratleast 30
daysprior tothenextelection; and (4)satleast 18 yearsofage.

2. National VoterRegistration Act 0f1993.

The National VoterRegistration Act of 1993 establishes various requirements for
registering personsto vote at any election where federal offices areconsidered.
Registration by maimust be allowed. A personmust be offered theopportunity to
register tovotewhen he orshe applies fora driver's license, public assistance or
disability services.

Among otherrequirements, onlthe minimal amountofinformation— may berequired
when a personregisters to vote thatis necessaryto preventduplicate voter
registration and toenableheregistrar to assess theeligibility oftheapplicant and
toadminister voter registration.—
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SUMMARY:

Voteregistration formsarealtered torequire applicants toindicate their citizenship.
An application tovoteisnotcompleteunless theapplicant’s citizenship isndicated
as beingUnitedStates citizenship.

The state’s motorvoter registration lawisaltered torequire thelicensing agentoask
thefollowing asa single question:

Areyou aUnited States citizen and do you wanttoregister  tovoteortransfer
yourvoter registration?—

The agentmust provide theapplicant witha voter registration formitheapplicant
responds intheaffirmative  tothis inquiry.

FISCAL NOTE: Notrequested.
EFFECTIVEDATE: Ninety daysafter adjournment ofsession inwhichbill ispassed.

Savingglause isincluded.



